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16 October 2008 

 

Dear Parent,  

 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme: Gold Level 

 

I am writing to confirm the final details of the Gold Assessment running from Wednesday 29
th
 

October until Saturday 1
st
 November. 

 

The start point will be at the car park at the main railway station in Betws-y-Coed.  If travelling from 

Chester along the A5 you will see an HSBC bank on the left hand side; the right hand turn into the 

station road is directly after this bank.  Go all the way past the station and down through the car park. 

We will be gathered at the coach park at the very bottom.  Please aim to arrive no later than 8.30am as 

we will need to issue tents and cooking equipment, which in turn will need to be distributed among the 

groups and packed into rucsacs.  It's important that the groups set off as close to 9.30am as possible or 

there is a strong likelihood that they will be pitching their tents in the dark (and probably rain). 

 

The end point is going to be at Dolbadarn car park in Llanberis.  If travelling from the Chester 

direction along the A4086, take an immediate right turn after the mountain railway.  It is signed as 

'Parc Gwledig Padarn Country Park'.  Continue along this road for approximately 150m and you will 

see a sign on the right hand side of the road saying 'Dolbadarn' and pointing to a pay-and-display car 

park.  If travelling from the direction of Conwy, you take a left turn after Electric Mountain and then 

continue 150m down the road to the car park.  The students can be collected from here at 5.30pm on 

Saturday evening. 

 

As in the past, students will be required to organize their own food in small groups and should plan to 

have sufficient for three breakfasts, four lunches/snacks, and three dinners, as well as a supply of 

emergency rations.  The vagaries of British weather will no doubt play a major part over the four days, 

and if the weather is anything like the conditions on Snowdon this weekend, people should be braced 

for misty and wet weather for the duration of the Assessment.  Please ensure that all items in rucsacs 

are fully waterproofed with either plastic bin liners (preferably double wrapped) or dry sacs.  I would 

strongly urge groups to bring a good supply of spare bin bags just in case, and also several pairs of dry 

socks! 

 

Gold expeditions by their very nature are quite arduous and challenging; the groups have done well so 

far in planning their routes and booking their camp sites, so all that now remains is to actually 

complete the expedition.  Throughout the four days the groups will be shadowed by Wilderness 

Expeditions supervisors, and they will also be occasionally monitored by a Wild Assessor of the 

Snowdonia Expedition Service who will decide whether they have made the grade or otherwise.  

However, essentially the groups will be left to their own devices (as required by the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award) so they will need to be secure in their navigational techniques.  If before the 

expedition anyone would like a refresher course on the finer arts of avoiding geographical 



embarrassment, Mrs. Aldridge (who is actually a Wild Panel Assessor herself) has kindly offered to 

provide a few pointers and a little practice. 

 

All that remains now is to wish the students good luck, and I look forward to seeing them all in school 

the following week so that we can arrange a date for them to complete their presentations! 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

 

M R Tiller 

 


