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2 July, 2008 
 
 
 

Dear Parents 

Study trip and exchange to Leipzig 

I am writing to invite your son/daughter to apply for a place on the 2008/09 pupil exchange between the 

King’s School and the “Evangelisches Schulzentrum”, a school in Leipzig. Participation in the exchange 

involves welcoming the German partner into your home for a week and then going to stay with the 

German partner during the Lent term. The young person is primarily the responsibility of the host family 

during their stay in Chester but group activities will be arranged for some of the days.  

The proposed dates are as follows: 

German party in Chester: Saturday, 21st March – Saturday, 28th March 2009 

British party in Leipzig: Wednesday, 1st April – Wednesday, 8th April 2009 

 

The cost per pupil is expected to be £350-00. This will include return flights from Manchester to Leipzig 

airport. Insurance, including medical insurance, plus the cost of the visits in Germany are also included in 

the cost. This price is not dependent on the number of pupils taking part. Any parents for whom the cost 

of the trip is prohibitive may contact the Bursar to ask whether financial support might be available.  

 

The money will be invoiced on your Michaelmas Term 2008 account. Once the final cost of the trip has 

been confirmed, it may be necessary to alter the amount due, though any refund or additional cost is likely 

to be small. Any adjustment required will be made on your Lent Term 2009 account. Payment will be 

collected in the same way as your Michaelmas Term’s fees, i.e. by monthly direct debit (cost split over 4 

payments starting on 8th August 2008), by termly direct debit (on 8th September, 2008) or by cheque due 

on or by the first day of the Michaelmas Term. If you wish to change your normal method of payment 

from cheque or termly direct debit to a monthly direct debit basis, please advise the Bursar’s Office a.s.a.p. 

and this can be arranged.  

 



Exchange visits serve primarily to give pupils the opportunity to further their skills in a foreign language 

by immersing them in the culture and the language of the country and pupils who have taken part on 

previous exchanges can testify as to their usefulness. 

 

Some of our time in Germany is spent undertaking visits together under the direct supervision of staff.  

However, your son/daughter will also spend a significant amount of time in the care of his/her host 

family, who will take responsibility for your child as they would for their own children. Your child will 

therefore not be directly supervised by King’s School staff at all times but staff will always be available to 

help with any problems during the stay. 

 

If your son/daughter would like to take part in the exchange, please fill in the attached application 

form. Please bear in mind that the more detail you can provide on the application form, the more likely 

we are to find a suitable match. This form should be returned to me by Wednesday, 9th July 08 with a 

non-refundable deposit of £100-00 in the form of a cheque made payable to “The King’s School”. 

I have also included with this letter information about some of the places of interest in the area. Should 

you like to know more, please telephone me on 01244 689529 or 07812 173 702. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Karen L Shapland 

Modern Languages Department. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Places and points of interest: 

o Pictures of Leipzig filled the world's television screens in the autumn of 1989, as the GDR's second city assumed 

leadership of the Wende, the peaceful revolution that toppled the Communist dictatorship and ushered in the elections 

which led to national unification a year later. The term Wende literally means "turning point" and is used to describe the 

events of November 1989 and after. Having traditionally been one of Germany's most dynamic cities, it was perhaps 

inevitable that Leipzig was the place where the frustration of GDR citizens about their post-war lot reached breaking 

point. Its trade fairs (the only ones in Europe with an uninterrupted tradition dating back to the Middle Ages) 

remained of importance during the Communist regime: for all the difficulties the authorities had in squaring these fairs 

with their ideology, the lure of promoting and developing the GDR as the economic success story of Eastern Europe, 

with Leipzig as its commercial heart, proved too difficult to resist. As a result, the city never suffered quite the same 

sense of isolation from outside influences experienced by so many places behind the Iron Curtain. 

o Through all the upheavals of the past century, one factor that has remained constant is Leipzig's importance as a 

cultural centre, particularly in the field of music, where the great tradition of Bach, Mendelssohn, Schumann and 

Wagner is jealously maintained. Johann Sebastian Bach served as Kantor or choirmaster for the last 27 years of his life 

in the Thomaskirche in Leipzig, composing a vast body of choral works for use in its services. The church continues 

to play a very prominent role in Leipzig's musical life, with regular choral concerts by the Thomanerchor, the choir once 

directed by Bach. 

o The historic buildings in Leipzig lie mostly within the Altstadt, the old town, whose boundaries are defined by the Ring. 

The Ring is familiar to many from news footage as the place where the famous Monday demonstrations against 

totalitarian abuses of power took place. It is therefore appropriate that the Runde Ecke, the former Stasi headquarters 

building, now contains a permanent exhibition on the organisation. As well as documentary material, there are examples 

of the different types of surveillance equipment used by the secret police, as well as massive piles of confiscated mail. 

o The Nikolaikirche, one of the two main civic churches in Leipzig, has gained an honoured place in the national 

consciousness. Not only was it the local key rallying point during the Wende, but the Monday meetings and prayers 

which had been held there since 1982 entitle it to be considered as the true fountainhead of the revolution. 

o Mention the name of Colditz to most Germans and you are likely to be met with a blank stare. This is the one place in 

the country that, because of Oflag IVC, the wartime maximum security camp for prisoners of war, is far better known 

abroad than at home. The castle was chosen as the site of the prison principally because of its geographical position. It 

was 700 km from it to any border not controlled by the Nazis. The nature of the castle itself, with its secure medieval 

defences and situation above a small, isolated town, was another factor. According to the Nazi authorities, Colditz 

Castle was impossible to escape from, but in all, 31 men performed the feat, aided by the fact that the main 

qualification for being sentenced to the castle - that of having attempted to escape before - gave the prisoners a rich 

fund of experience and ingenuity, which they gladly pooled. Colditz also housed Prominenten, prisoners who were 

specially prized because of their high rank or important connections, including the nephew of Winston Churchill. 

Before becoming a prison, Colditz was also the location for one of Germany's first psychiatric hospitals and the son of 

the composer, Schumann, was a patient there. The hospital was closed in 1924 and from 1933-34 the castle was used as 

a "protective custody" camp to imprison opponents of the Nazi regime. 

o Despite its modest size, Weimar's role in the development of national culture is unmatched. Above all, it was here that 

the German Enlightenment had its most brilliant flowering, when it was home to the writers Friedrich Schiller, Johann 

Gotttfried Herder, Christoph-Martin Wieland and, most significantly, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, whose name is 

commemorated all over the town. Despite his youth, Goethe had already gained a Europe-wide literary reputation 

before his appointment to the Weimar court, thanks largely to his epistolary novel The Sorrows of Young Werther. 



Weimar's roll call of famous citizens also includes Franz Liszt, Richard Strauss, Friedrich Nietzsche and the architects 

and designers of the Bauhaus School. The name of Weimar became synonymous with the republic established after the 

defeat of Germany in World War I, which marked the birth of German democracy. Its failure, culminating fifteen years 

later with the Nazis gaining power, brought a sad twist to the town's cultural reputation, as it was the birthplace of the 

Hitler Youth Movement and the site of one of the most notorious concentration camps, Buchenwald. Over 240,000 

prisoners were incarcerated in this camp, with 56,000 dying from starvation, torture and disease, but despite the high 

number of deaths - averaging 200 a day - Buchenwald was never an extermination camp. 

o Dessau seems, at first sight, to be a bleak industrial city that has suffered from all the worst aspects of modern 

Germany – with post-unification blight the latest sorry episode in a list, beginning with horrendous wartime damage 

followed by drab Stalinist rebuilding, which is a pity, as Dessau had previously maintained a highly distinguished 

cultural tradition. In the late eighteenth century its pastoral type setting between the Elbe and Mulde rivers was put to 

full use in its transformation into a garden city, with parks and palaces laid out all around its environs. Even more 

significantly, it was home to the Bauhaus, the most influential architecture and design movement of the twentieth 

century, during its most exciting and innovative period between 1925 and 1932. The survival of a large number of 

buildings from this time means that Dessau, despite initial impressions, is a place no modern architecture buff should 

miss.  

o Dresden, generally regarded as Germany's most beautiful large city - the "Baroque Florence" - survived World War II 

largely unscathed until the night of February 13th and 14th, 1945. Then, in a matter of hours, it was reduced to a 

smouldering heap of ruins in the most savage saturation bombing ever mounted by the British and American forces 

against civilian targets. The bombing of Dresden has attracted far more criticism of British and American methods 

during World War II than any other event. At least 35,000 people died - though the total may have been much higher as 

the city was packed with refugees fleeing from the advancing Red Army. Yet Dresden seems to have adapted to the 

economic framework of the reunited Germany better than anywhere else in the former GDR has. Like Berlin, it is an 

exciting place to be at the moment. Striking visual changes can be seen as the post-Communist authorities put into 

effect their policy of restoring all the historic buildings left as ruins. 

o The Brandenburger Tor was built as a city-cum-triumphal arch in Berlin between 1788 and 1791. Guarding the city's 

grandest thoroughfare, the gate became the backdrop for many epic events. It was where Prussian troops celebrated 

their great victories of 1815 and 1871, which saw the demise of Napoleon and the belated achievement of German 

unity. Nazi storm troopers held torch-lit marches there to celebrate Hitler's assumption of power in 1933, while on 

August 13, 1961, it was the first place to be sealed off as construction work on the Berlin Wall began. Standing as it did 

in "no man's land", it was inaccessible to the general public for 28 years but on November 9, 1989, it was the scene of 

the first euphoric chipping-away at the hated frontier and the scene of the gargantuan celebrations on October 3, 1990, 

when the two Germanys were united. These events were captured on film and broadcast to a huge international 

audience, with the result that the Brandenburg Gate is now one of the world's most famous monuments. 

o Checkpoint Charlie is one of the most famous names associated with the Cold War era Berlin. This Allied military 

post on Friedrichstrasse marked the border between East and West Berlin until June 1990, when, in the presence of the 

foreign ministers of the four victorious powers of World War II and both German states, it was demolished in a 

solemn ceremony. A replica of its dramatic sign "YOU ARE NOW LEAVING THE AMERICAN SECTOR" can still 

be seen and the Museum Haus am Checkpoint Charlie houses tangible evidence of the trauma the Wall caused. The 

history of the Wall is told in photos of escape tunnels and with the home-made aircraft and converted cars by which 

people attempted, succeeded and sometimes tragically failed to break through the border. The most successful escape 

tunnel enabled 57 people to escape to West Berlin over the course of two nights in October 1964. However, between 

1961 and 1989 more than 230 people were murdered by the East German border guards. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


