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Welcome to this issue of the Newsletter, the tenth that I have 
edited. Tempus fugit! We mark the passing of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth by recalling occasions when the school has been visited 
by Royalty or representatives of the school have been presented 
to Her Late Majesty.

The article about the first of Tolliday’s holidays provoked a lot of 
interest, so we have followed up with further accounts of school 
trips abroad. It would be interesting to hear the reminiscences of 
others, and not just those organised by Tol. Also, I suspect that 
memories of the school camps might be found interesting. 
Photographs of such events and other aspects of school life are 
always welcome, and I always arrange for copies to be placed in 
the school archives.

May I encourage OKS to contact me or the Development Office 
with any news of themselves? It is very useful to know what 
people have done since leaving school, and some of it will be 
suitable for following up and possible publication. Even if not 
published the information can be very helpful in identifying 
potential mentors for others, or contacts in areas where there are 
few links with home. Collecting such information is an important 
part of the work of the Association and the School, and can give 
me ideas for future items in the Newsletter.

The next issue of the newsletter will be published in May 2023.
Contributions should reach me by mid‐April.

Meanwhile, I hope you enjoy this issue and wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas and New Year. 

This photograph of the Headmaster (Mr Baty) and Prefects in 
1932 is one of the many interesting finds a search of the 

school archives can reveal. The archives can be accessed in 
the History section of the School website. 

_____________________________

_____________________________
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An award of £250 has been made this year to Melissa 
Hughes, a 2022 leaver, who will be volunteering in a 
project to protect and conserve endangered sea turtles 
in Sri Lanka. The turtles are at risk from a number of 
factors including pollution, mishandling and tourism, as 
well as poaching. 

It is a condition of accepting the award that the 
recipient writes an account of their experiences and we 
look forward to publishing this in a future newsletter.

This year’s King’s in the Capital event took place at the 
impressive One Moorgate Place. This striking grade‐II 
listed building in the heart of the City is home to the 
Chartered Institute of Accountants, a fitting venue for 
this year’s guest speaker, Foren sic Accountant Benedict 
Cooke (OKS 2008). 

Despite the tube strikes, we enjoyed a fantastic turn out 
and were delighted that so many Alumni spent their 
Thursday evening with us and each other. Guests 
spanned the decades with leavers dating from 2021 
back to 1960, many of whom were pleased to see 
George Hartley, Josh Carter and Seb Neal joining the 
party. 

Benedict’s speech included tales of his school life, some 
of which featured his brothers, and his path into 
Forensic Accounting. Keen to dull the common 
stereotype of accounts, Ben kept the guests 
entertained and spoke passionately about the lifelong 
connections he made at King’s, including those friends 
who are now Godparents to his child. 

As the event came to an end, many Old King’s Scholars, 
and some of the current teachers, headed off to 
continue the catch up late into the evening. 

Please save the date for the next London event – 
Thursday, 23 November 2023 at the House of Lords 

If you are interested in being a guest speaker for future 
events, please contact Gemma in the Alumni office at 
gec@kingschester.co.uk  

Baty Voluntary Service Overseas Travel 
Award 

King’s in the Capital 

mailto:gec@kingschester.co.uk
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Former King’s pupil Harry Brightmore was awarded a 
gold medal after competing in the World Rowing 
Championships in September. 

The GB Rowing team topped the medal table, and their 
cox, Harry said: ‘’It was a pretty stressful week. We 
knew the racing would be really tight at the World 
Championships, all the other nations bring their top 
performance, and going in as strong favourites added a 
lot of pressure. We took the race by the scruff of the 
neck, held on for dear life, and crossing the line was just 
the biggest wave of relief that we’d done it!’’

When asked if the win had sunk in it was clear Harry is 
already thinking ahead: ‘’I am still riding high! But 
obviously this is just the start of our project. It’s less 
than two years to the Paris Olympics, and that’s the one 
that matters!’’

Harry has our full support and joins a distinguished 
company of King’s School rowers. Congratulations!

Monday, 7 September was no ordinary weekday 
evening for Director of Drama, Clare Howdon and 
Drama teacher, Julia Williams as they travelled to 
London to attend an ITV drama premiere at BAFTA. Mrs 
Howdon and Mrs Williams were invited to the first ever 

screening of provocative new teen drama, Tell Me 
Everything by King’s School Alumnus Eden H. Davies, 
who plays the lead character in the new show. 

Eden left King’s after his GCSEs in 2020 to study at 
Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts (LIPA) and pursue 
his dream of being a professional actor. Just one year 
later, he started work on  Tell Me Everything and Mrs 
Howdon was delighted to have the opportunity to share 
the premiere of his professional TV debut with him. She 
said: “It was a huge honour to be invited to this 
evening’s premiere. Mrs Williams and I were blown 
away by Eden’s performance and we’re so excited for 
everyone else to see this fantastic new drama.” 

After the screening of the first episode, Eden took part 
in a Q&A session and was joined on stage by show’s 
writer and creator Mark O’Sullivan, along fellow cast 
member Lauryn Ajufo, Executive Producer Camilla 
Campbell and Directors Richard Senior and Marley 
Morrison. Mrs Howdon continued: “Eden spoke so 
eloquently about his experiences of working on the 
show and it was impossible not to feel exceptionally 
proud of him. He is a spectacularly talented actor who 
always contributed so much to drama at King’s. As a 
teacher, there is nothing more satisfying than seeing a 
former pupil achieve their dreams. We know how hard 
he has worked for this success and we are delighted for 
him.”

In the drama, Eden plays 16‐year‐old Jonny Murphy 
who, despite being loved by friends and family, suffers 
from undiagnosed depression and anxiety. The show, 
which describes itself as a celebration of adolescence 
that doesn’t shy away from the difficult subjects that 
face today’s teens, will be available on ITV’s new 
streaming service ITVX from Thursday, 8 December. 

NEWS OF OLD KING’S SCHOLARS

Harry Brightmore OKS (2012)

Eden H Davies OKS (2020)
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CAOKS took on a strong School XI in the annual cricket 
fixture with a mixture of youth and experience (and 
some guests!). Winning the toss and batting first, 
CAOKS managed to post 112 all out from 28.4 of the 
allotted 30 overs, Jim Evans top scoring with 2 7. In 
reply, the School knocked off the winnings runs off the 
final ball of the game 7 wickets down, with Max 
Dunbavand doing his best to snatch an unlikely win with 
3‐12 off 4 overs. A special mention to current King's 
student Will Evans who claimed 1‐23 off 5 tidy overs 
against his older contemporaries and Andrew 'Jock' 
Douglas who kept wicket stoically ‐ not an easy task at 
6 ft 6 in. Very many thanks to Mark Baker for organising 
an excellent day, including a tour of the School ahead of 
the game, a lovely lunch and drinks afterwards. 

Back (l‐r): Gareth Hughes, Guy Dunbavand, David Atkin, James 
Evans, Hugh Ratcliffe, Saul Marks (scorer) 
Front (l‐r): Henry Goodfellow, Matt Parks (guest), Max Dunbavand, 
Josh Duckworth, Adam Butcher (guest), Will Evans (guest).  
Also played: Andrew Douglas 

The intention is to revert to a timed match on a Friday 
towards the end of summer term for 2023 and the date 
will be confirmed as soon as possible. Anyone wishing 
to put their name down for further updates should 
contact Nick Guest nickguest26@gmail.com or David 
Atkin davidedwardatkin@gmail.com. 

Members of CAOKS and Chester City Grammar School 
old boys met on Friday 18th November for supper and 
snooker at the Chester City Club. In the “Old English 
Pool” match, victory was snatched from the old boys by 
King’s Deputy Head, Tallan Gill, the last old boy standing 
being Robin Hardi. 

Les Miserables 
Next term the School’s drama production is Les 

Miserables. OKS are welcome to attend the 
performances on Monday 13th to Thursday 16th 

February 2023. 
To purchase tickets use the link below:  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/the‐kings‐school‐
chester  

CAOKS Cricket 

CAOKS TIES  
CAOKS Ties may be purchased from the 

Development Office at a cost of £14 including 
postage (£16 for overseas orders) 

Contact the Development Office for further 
information. 

 01244 689492 Email: alumni@kingschester.co.uk  

CAOKS Snooker Evening 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-kings-school-chester/les-miserables/e-vaajqx
mailto:alumni@kingschester.co.uk
mailto:davidedwardatkin@gmail.com
mailto:nickguest26@gmail.com
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Wednesday 4th January – 6.30 pm 
Leavers’ Get Together – 2022 Alumni 

The Ship Inn, Handbridge 

Saturday 21st January – 6.30 – 11.00 pm 
CAOKS Annual Dinner 

Vanbrugh Theatre, The King’s School 
https://www.kingschester.co.uk/156th‐caoks‐

annual‐dinner‐saturday‐21st‐january‐2023/ 

Saturday 4th February – 4.30 – 8.30 pm 
Reunion for 1990 Leavers (re‐

scheduled) 
The Gallery, The King’s School 

Saturday 11th March – 11.00 am – 2.30 pm
Reunion for 1963 Leavers 

The Gallery, The King’s School 

Saturday 11th March – 4.30 – 8.00 pm 
Reunion for 1973 Leavers 

The Gallery, The King’s School 

Saturday 25th March – 11.00 am – 2.30 pm
Reunion for 1983 Leavers 

The Gallery, The King’s School 

Saturday 25th March – 4.30 – 8.00 pm 
Reunion for 1993 Leavers 

The Gallery, The King’s School 

Saturday 22nd April – 4.30 – 8.00 pm 
Reunion for 2003 Leavers 

The Consterdine Hall, The King’s School 

Friday 12th May – 11.00 am – 6.00 pm 
Ladies Day celebrating Girls at King’s 

Chester Racecourse 

Saturday 13th May – 4.30 pm – 8.00 pm 
Reunion for 2013 Leavers 

The Consterdine Hall, The King’s School 

Tuesday 13th June – 6.30 pm 
CAOKS Annual General Meeting and 

Supper 
The Gallery, The King’s School 

Friday 30th June 
Henley Tea Party 

Details to be announced later 
 

Date to be Confirmed (July) 
Summer Get Together at the School and 

Barbeque 
 

Thursday 23rd November 
King’s in the Capital 

House of Lords, London  

Please contact the Development Office 
to enquire about any of these events: 

Tel: 01244 689492 
Email: alumni@kingschester.co.uk 

EVENTS – Dates for your Diary 

2023 

mailto:alumni@kingschester.co.uk
https://www.kingschester.co.uk/156th-caoks-annual-dinner-saturday-21st-january-2023/
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The article about Mr Tolliday’s first school holiday  provoked 
much interest and has resulted in further reminiscences of 
early Tol’s hols from David Atkinson OKS (1951) and Mike 
(Mick) Ellis OKS 1952. 
Further reminiscences and photographs of school trips would 
be welcomed by the Editor for future publication. 

The article in the May edition on the school trip to Paris 
in 1947 brought back a rush of memories of the 1948 
trip to France also run by Messrs Tolliday and Crofton. I 
am grateful to them to this day for enabling this most 
extraordinary experience for all of the boys. None had 
been abroad and few had travelled further than 
Liverpool or North Wales; even crossing London by tube 
was an eye‐opener.  

Many features of the trip were the same as 1947, 
including staying in the Camp Volant with its primitive 
lavatories, and the requisite use of Johnson’s Bar. There 
were differences however, notably that the trip was 12 
days in August ‐ the weather very hot ‐ and included a 
stay in another camp at Montrichard on the River Cher. 
From there we went on trips to the impressive chateaux 
of Chenonceaux and Chambord. We also visited some 
nearby caves, which were quite cold (a great relief from 
the heat ) used for making sparkling wine. There was a 
standard package for tourists which included a tasting 
session. The lads tucked in of course ‐ “Free 
champagne!” ‐ ignoring the requirement to spit out the 
sample after each tasting. Visitors were expected to buy 
some bottles, but of course we couldn’t afford it, but 
certainly enjoyed getting slightly squiffy on the 
samples! Funds were thin, especially towards the end. 
The regulations were that one could only take a 

maximum of £25 abroad. I see from my passport I 
exchanged £17 in francs. 

In Paris, I only remember one organised trip, to the 
Louvre; looking back it was amazingly uncrowded ‐ you 
could get actually close to the Mona Lisa. Otherwise we 
went about in “small compact groups” as in 1947. One 
was going for a swim in a pool floating In the Seine, 
where the girls all wore the newly fashionable bikinis. 
That may have been the only bath or shower we had. I 
know when I got home, brown as a berry, my parents 
immediately put me in the bath to “get rid of all the 
grime”.  

The food at Camp Volant was ‘hearty’, to put it politely, 
but after some hesitation we all ate well, no matter 
what strange items appeared in the inevitable stews. 
Breakfast consisted of tea and thick slices of excellent 
French bread with jam from a large tin. We were 
assailed by wasps which led to an unfortunate incident 
for Mr Crofton. He had a sight defect and didn’t notice 
a wasp on his jam. This stung him and his face swelled 
up alarmingly. We all sniggered of course, but the 
smiles disappeared when he was taken off to hospital. 
Thankfully, he was cured within the day.  

One afternoon, Eric Jones and I and two other lads, took 
the Metro to Montmartre and bold as brass walked into 
the Folies Bergère and bought tickets. Remember we 
were about 14 or 15, and if you look at my passport 
photo, one wonders what the box office staff thought. I 
don’t know what we expected, but the show was 
spectacular ‐ lots of singing and dancing, mainly by bare 
breasted, long legged women, with otherwise highly 
extravagant costumes. There were comedians telling 
jokes, which we couldn’t understand, but laughed 
anyway; there was an Apache dance where a man 
threw a woman about the stage to her apparent delight, 
but the most erotic act was a  modern version of “L’ 
après midi d’un faune” which really took us aback ‐ no 
sniggering. I don’t think we learned much French on the 
trip, but we certainly learned something about the way 
of the world beyond Prestatyn and Pierhead.  

MR TOLLIDAY’S HOLIDAYS 

School Trip to France 1948 – Mike Ellis 
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Opening of the new buildings by HM Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother in 1960 

Opening of the 6th form centre in 1989 by HRH Princess Margaret 
and The Celebration of King’s at the Royal Albert Hall in 1991

HM The Queen, accompanied by The Duchess of Sussex, opening 
The Storyhouse, formerly the Odeon Cinema, in 2018 

SIXTY YEARS OF ROYAL CONNECTIONS WITH THE KING’S SCHOOL
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