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Briefing Paper - Economic and Political Committee

Topic: The issue of how developed nations are handling illegal migration

Executive Summary:

Illegal immigration to developed nations has become a contentious and multifaceted issue,
sparking widespread debate and policy discussions. This briefing paper provides an overview of
key arguments on both sides of the debate, explores the economic, social, and political
implications, and considers potential policy approaches to address the challenges posed by
illegal immigration.

Introduction:

[llegal immigration refers to the entry of individuals into a country without proper
authorization, violating the nation's immigration laws. Developed nations, with their advanced
economies and higher standards of living, often attract a significant number of immigrants
seeking better opportunities.

Arguments in Favour of Stricter Immigration Control:

1. Economic Concerns:

e Job Market Impact: Critics argue that illegal immigrants may take jobs away
from citizens, particularly in low-skilled sectors, contributing to unemployment
and wage suppression.

¢ Strain on Public Resources: Concerns are raised about the burden on social
services, healthcare, and education systems as illegal immigrants may access
these services without contributing through taxes.
2. National Security:
¢ Potential for Criminal Activity: Opponents of lenient immigration policies
argue that illegal immigrants may engage in criminal activities, posing a threat to
public safety.

e Border Control: Strict immigration control is seen as essential for maintaining
secure borders and preventing the entry of individuals with malicious intent.
3. Cultural and Social Integration:
¢ Integration Challenges: Some argue that rapid and uncontrolled immigration
can strain the ability of a society to integrate newcomers, potentially leading to
social tensions and conflicts.



Arguments in Favor of More Lenient Immigration Policies:

1. Economic Contributions:
e Labor Force Boost: Advocates for more lenient policies argue that immigrants,
including those who enter illegally, contribute to the economy by filling labor
gaps, particularly in sectors with high demand for low-skilled workers.

e Entrepreneurship: Immigrants are often entrepreneurial, starting businesses
and contributing to economic growth.
2. Humanitarian Considerations:
e Asylum Seekers: Many illegal immigrants are asylum seekers fleeing violence,
persecution, or economic hardship. Advocates argue that strict immigration
policies may jeopardize the safety and well-being of vulnerable populations.

e Family Reunification: Lenient policies are seen as essential for keeping families
together and promoting human rights.
3. Demographic Challenges:
e Population Aging: Developed nations with declining birth rates may benefit
from immigration to address demographic challenges, as immigrants often
contribute to a younger and more dynamic population.

Policy Considerations:

1. Comprehensive Immigration Reform:

e Pathways to Legalization: Creating pathways for undocumented immigrants to
attain legal status can address concerns about their economic contributions
while ensuring adherence to the rule of law.

2. Enhanced Border Security:

e Balancing Security and Humanitarianism: Combining efforts to enhance
border security with humane treatment of asylum seekers can strike a balance
between national security concerns and humanitarian considerations.

3. Labor Market Reforms:

e Addressing Labor Gaps: Developing policies that respond to the specific labor
needs of the nation can help mitigate economic concerns related to illegal
immigration.

4. International Cooperation:

¢ Addressing Root Causes: Collaborating with source countries to address the
root causes of illegal immigration, such as economic disparities and political
instability, can be a long-term solution.

Conclusion:

The debate over illegal immigration to developed nations involves complex considerations that
touch on economic, social, and political aspects. Striking a balance between enforcing
immigration laws, upholding national security, and recognizing the contributions of immigrants
is essential for developing effective and sustainable policies. Comprehensive, thoughtful, and
inclusive approaches are necessary to address the challenges posed by illegal immigration while
respecting the human rights and dignity of those seeking a better life. It is clear that the UN
ought to devise short, medium, and long-term solutions to this predicament.



