KSC-MUN 2026: Historical Committee

[bookmark: _Int_c6u1NSEc]Swedish Army Lands In Pomerania!
6th July, 1630
Two days ago, a Swedish invasion force made landfall on the Northwestern shore of Usedom Island in Pomerania, a province of the Holy Roman Empire (HRE), a grave escalation of the Hapsburg conflicts over the last 12 years, but one that does not come unprecedented, due to recent warnings and threats from the Swedish King (Gustavus) to both the Emperor Ferdinand and Duke Bogislaw of Pomerania, the latter of whom has declared his neutrality- yet the imperial army is advancing through his province regardless to meet the Swedish threat. This comes after a lull in hostilities, with last year’s Treaty of Lubeck being thought to have been a sign of détente, yet it seems Sweden is not content to let things lie. Representatives of concerned nations and provinces have scrambled to convene in Prague, that perhaps another decade of decadence can be avoided before the Swedish and Imperial armies come to blows.

The Holy Roman Empire and its Allies-
[bookmark: _Int_9pzMeC8P][bookmark: _Int_ZczPqNQs]The Empire itself is of course religiously fractured but under the reign of a devout catholic, with catholic armies roaming the provinces, and perhaps the most powerful force in all Europe, ruled by Emperor Ferdinand II who by attempting to violate the 1555 Peace of Augsburg caused the 1618 Bohemian Revolt in the first place. It finds firm allies in the Papacy itself, and the Empire of Spain, who supported alongside it Poland-Lithuania in a proxy war against the Swedes in years gone by. The HRE and Spain both then have clear anti-Swedish and anti-Protestant motivations, wanting to preserve their religion and empires by ensuring Sweden cannot extend itself onto the mainland. Since 1618, the Spanish military has been fully intertwined with the forces of the HRE, and they appear so far determined to see this through as one. Spain previously, from 1625-29, had been fighting Danish forces in the HRE after the Danes attempted a similar incursion, as a means of continuing the seemingly eternal feud between the kingdoms. The Treaty of Lubeck prevents the Danes from deploying more soldiers, but it will not stop them funding or aiding the Swedes.

Protestant Powers-
[bookmark: _Int_Az31kKsS]The Kingdom of Denmark (and by extension its partner-in-union the Kingdom of Norway) has a chequered history with Sweden, but currently there is peace and shared faith between them. Notably, Denmark is right off the back of their own campaign against Spain and the HRE, but it is unsure of whether they will commit to aiding the Swedes or turning to their own internal affairs. However, many Danish fighters have been reported to be present in Gustavus’ landing party. The Kingdom of England finds itself in much the same position, being currently embroiled in hostilities against Spain, Protestant, and fearful of Imperial power on the mainland. The Dutch Republic is a staunch enemy of Spain, and by extension the HRE, and has been generally since its conception, so naturally it has given significant loans to the King of Sweden for the coming war. Whether this aid will remain purely financial or dry up is not certain, but if Spain and the HRE go unchecked, it may spell the end of the Republic. As for Sweden itself, clearly the intention is war. It is believed if the HRE were given respite to collect itself then its eyes would turn to Swedish land, after itself and the Spanish Empire backed Poland-Lithuania (P-L) against Gustavus, denied him kingship, and claimed Sigismund of P-L the rightful Swedish ruler. The Swedish military is no doubt capable, the most disciplined fighting force on the continent, and with a heavy emphasis on shock-weapons (masses of guns and cavalry), but without external support, it is thought that they might succumb to the HRE and Spain, who have over twice their men.

Neutral/States of the HRE-
[bookmark: _Int_zAvA6sSt][bookmark: _Int_XY5Tg8YN][bookmark: _Int_s6I61tuB][bookmark: _Int_xs8rXU5r][bookmark: _Int_jM8PlIte][bookmark: _Int_OeHnfDVr][bookmark: _Int_vrbUC2W6][bookmark: _Int_etkC1WPy]The kingdom of Bohemia is currently in disarray after its failed Revolt and the subsequent pillaging by the Imperial army, with many Protestant leaders executed, though there is reportedly still a strong Protestant military presence and sentiment in the province. Some call the second defenestration that kicked off events an unjustifiable outburst, however some still claim that Bohemian rights to Protestantism were ignored illegally by the Emperor despite the 1555 Peace of Augsburg. The Protestant Palatinate is much in the same position as Bohemia, having also been punished severely by the Emperor for disobedience to the crown. Saxony is in a difficult position, being a Protestant but neutral state- will it remain neutral and hope to be spared by both armies if the Swedes push South, or pick sides? As seen with the Neutral Protestant Pomerania, it is unlikely (but still possible) that Ferdinand will leave the province alone, and may still lead the Imperial army through, which may spell death, theft, and destruction for the peasants- though the cost of disobedience is equally terrible.

Delegates should consider:
How the balance of power in Europe may be affected by a successful/unsuccessful invasion of the HRE
How international relationships may be affected by the result of sovereign nations choices to intervene (or not)
How intervention in the conflict may affect a delegate’s nation’s domestic prospects
The legitimacy of prosecution of Protestantism in the HRE regarding the 1555 Peace of Augsburg 

No information from after the 6th of July, 1630 is to be used in clauses or in debate
No AI is to be used in the formation of clauses

Potentially helpful links:
Swedish Intervention (Wikipedia)
30 Years War (Wikipedia (only up to July 1630 is relevant))
1555 Peace of Augsburg (Wikipedia)
1618 Bohemian Revolt (Wikipedia)
Defenestrations of Prague (Wikipedia (only the 1618 Defenestration is relevant)
